LBP Annual Forum – 12th May 2011

Audience Workshop on the Challenge of Ecosystem Services – 

Facilitators' Notes
Question 2 What do ecosystem services mean for London?

· First we listed some of the ecosystem services in London as follows:

· Supporting services – geology and soils, pollination

· Provisioning services – transport, aggregates/minerals, fresh water supply, Thames fisheries, agriculture, local food growing

· Regulatory services – water, waste, air pollution and temperature, flood, carbon storage

· Cultural services – recreation, tourism, aesthetics, health & wellbeing, education, social cohesion
· We discussed what an ecosystem services approach means for our work in London:

· Opportunities for integrating biodiversity – e.g. through climate change adaptation

· Opportunities to link to people’s lives – services that people need and want

· Communication tool - allows us to talk to in a ‘new language’ which may open up or strengthen links with other sectors

· Allow us to be strategic about our biodiversity interventions – e.g. where services are most needed – prioritise 

· Facilitates a landscape scale approach

· Allows us to tap into other political agendas and funding
· We talked about some challenges to the approach for London:

· Need valuation of services, although for some services it isn’t possible to place financial value on them.  Even where it is possible to value, the cost of not having the service or asset is often greater than the value of having.

· How do we map ecosystem services?

· Some services are delivered in a different location to where they originate e.g flood relief

· We need to raise expectations, the role of the partnership should be to educate and encourage people to demand biodiversity incorporated into sites to provide them with a wider range of services

